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calcareous earth of which chalk hills and banks are formed,
are entirely composed of the pulverized and agglomerated
remains of the shells of mollusca, visible or microscopic,
which, in the most remote ages of the existence of the globe,
peopled the basin of the seas. The whole of this forma-
tion is composed of the accumulation of shells. If life has
been lavished with such profusion in the waters during the
geological periods, it must be equally lavished now, in almost
similar ways, because the actual conditions of nature do not
differ from what they were in the primitive ages of the
globe.

The air which surrounds ns is, like the earth and the seas,
a vast receptacle of living creatures. "We see only a few
animals cleaving the aerial space, but the savant, who looks
beyond the simple appearance of things, discovers myriads of
existences in the air.

The air seems to us very pure, very transparent, but only"
because it is not sufficiently illumined by light to enable us
.to perceive the particles, or foreign bodies, which are floating
about in it. When we allow one ray of daylight to penetrate
into a closed room, one thread of solar light, we can discern a
luminous streak flung across the chamber, while the remaining
portion is still in darkness. We all know that, thanks to the
powerful light, and its contrast with the surrounding obscurity,
,the luminous streak is seen to be filled with light, slender
.floating bodies, rising, descending, fluttering with the motion
of the air. That which is perceptible in the atmosphere of a
brightly-lighted room is necessarily existent in the entire